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Organizations &  

Representatives 
 

Local Governments 

Regional Districts of: 

Thompson-Okanagan 

Marlon Dosch 

Columbia-Shuswap 

Rhona Martin 

Central Kootenay 

Mayor Greg Lay 

East Kootenay 

Rob Gay 

Kootenay Boundary 

Grace McGregor 

North Okanagan 

Mayor Kevin Acton 

Central Okanagan 

Jim Edgson 

Okanagan-Similkameen 

Mayor Randy McLean 

Squamish-Lillooet 

Mickey Macri 

Tribal Councils: 

Nicola Tribal Council 

Lennard Joe 

Okanagan Nation Alliance 

Travis Kruger 

Lillooet Tribal Council 

Chief Garry John 

Shuswap Nation Tribal Council-vacant 

Ktunaxa Nation Council 

Scott Blissett 

CFDCðCetnral Interior First Nations 
Geri Collins  

Nlakaôpamux Nation Tribal Council  
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C-CBAC Member  

Organizations &  

Representatives 
 

Local Governments 
Cariboo Reg. District 

Steve Mazur 

City of Williams Lake 

Mayor Kerry Cook 

District of 100 Mile House 

Mayor Mitch Campbell 

City of Quesnel 

Mayor Mary Sjostrom 

Carioboo Licensee Land Use  

Strategy Committee 

Guenter Weckerle 

Cariboo-Chilcotin  

Conservation Society 

Paul French 

 

First Nations Language Groups: 

Tsilhqotôin 

Chief Ervin Charleyboy 

S. Carrier 

Chief Geronimo Squinas 

vacant 

OBAC Member  

Organizations &  

Representatives 
 

Local Governments 
Fraser-Fort George 

Art Kaehn 

Bulkley-Nechako 

Eileen Benedict 

District of Mackenzie 

Mayor Stephanie Killam 

District of Vanderhoof 
Mayor Gerry Thiessen 

Town of Smithers 
Mayor Cress Farrow 

Village of Telkwa 
Rimas Zitkauskas 

Village of Granisle 
Mayor Frederick J. Clarke 

Village of Burns Lake  
Mayor Bernice Magee 

Village of McBride 

Mayor Mike Frazier 

District of Houston 

Mayor Bill Holmberg 

District of Fort St. James 
Mayor Sandra Harwood 

Village of Fraser Lake 
Mayor Dwayne Lindstrom 

City of Prince George 
Don Basserman 

Village of Valemount 

Organizational Structure: 
The Southern Interior Beetle Action Coalition (SIBAC) along with the Cariboo-Chilcotin Beetle Action Coalition 

(CCBAC) and the Omineca Beetle Action Coalition (OBAC) are committed to helping communities understand the 

probable effects of the mountain pine beetle (MPB) epidemic; and to develop and implement appropriate MPB mitiga-

tion measures in the interior of BC.   

 

The three Beetle Action Coalitions are membership-based organizations and represent local and 

First Nations governments from across the British Columbia interior.  
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 Mountain Pine Beetle Epidemic Impacts 
As indicated 

on the map, 

the scope of 

the Mountain 

Pine Beetle 

Epidemic is 

massive. The 

BC Ministry 

of Forests, 

Lands and 

Mines esti-

mates that 

since the cur-

rent infesta-

tion began, 

the mountain 

pine beetle 

has now killed 

a cumulative 

total of 675 

million cubic 

metres of tim-

ber, spanning 

a region of 

16.3 million 

hectares ï an 

area almost 23 times the size of met-

ro Toronto or more than 5 times the 

size of Vancouver Island.  

 

The direct impact to interior commu-

nities has resulted in mill closures, 

shrinking industrial taxes, and un-

employment. As shown on the image 

to the right, timber supply reductions 

due to the MPB epidemic are project-

ed to be as high as 41 ï72% in some 

interior regions.  

Estimates provided by Ference 

Weicker and Company indicate a for-

est industry job loss by 2023 of 45% 

in the Kamloops Timber Supply Ar-

ea, 27% in the Okanagan Timber 

Supply Area and 12.6 % in the Mer-

ritt Timber Supply Area.  

Long-term impacts to region that re-

quire long-term solutions. 

Timber Supply ReductionsðPine Beetle 
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Some Projects Underway (for example) include: 
 

 

BC Log Home & Timber Frame Building Manufacturers ï Business and Market Expansion Initiative.  

BCôs Log Home & Timber Frame building industry is a marquee value-added product for BC providing employment 

throughout the province.  Several studies have indicated that BC enjoys an international competitive advantage in Log 

Home and Timber Frame construction and that there is considerable market expansion opportunity.  As a result,  

SIBAC has partnered with the BC Log Home & Timber Building Industry Association, the Cariboo-Chilcotin Beetle 

Action Coalition and the Mountain Pine Beetle Epidemic Response Division of the Ministry of Community & Rural 

Development to develop a project to identify and implement actions that would help to expand markets for the sector.  

Such market expansion would help drive an expansion of BCôs Log Home & Timber Frame building sector, resulting 

in more value-added employment in rural communities.   

 

Project Contact: Gordon Borgstrom, MPB Epidemic Response Division, MCD e-mail Gordon.Borgstrom@gov.bc.ca 

 

 

Bridges ï Linking Resources for Community Forests 
Community Forest tenures have expanded rapidly over the past six years.  For many small rural communities,  

Community Forests play a significant role in local employment and economic development.  The MPB epidemic will 

ultimately result in a decreased mid-term timber supply in the interior of BC.  This has increased community and 

stakeholder interest in encouraging more value-added wood production in BC.  As a result, SIBAC partnered with the 

the BC Community Forests Association, the Community Futures Development Corporation of Cariboo-Chilcotin, the 

Cariboo-Chilcotin Beetle Action Coalition, the Omineca Beetle Action Coalition, the University of BC, and the  

Ministry of Community & Rural Development to fund and implement the ñBridgesò project.  This project has two  

major objectives:  (i) to develop information and tools that would facilitate movement of fibre from BCôs Community 

Forests to the Value-added sector and (ii) to identify potential supply chain business opportunities that would benefit 

Community Forests, Value-added producers and/or rural communities in BC.  The project was officially launched in 

late June 2010. 

 

Project Contact: Larry Stranberg, CFDC of the Cariboo  E-mail : happytrails@cfdccariboo.com 

 

 

Developing a Strategic Framework and Action Plan for the Completion of a Watershed Management Plan for 

the Kettle River Watershed  

SIBAC has partnered with the Regional District of 

Kootenay Boundary, the Real Estate Foundation of BC 

and others to design a strategic framework and action 

plan for the completion of a comprehensive watershed 

management plan for the entire Kettle River Watershed.  

The Kettle River provides critically vital environmental, 

economic and social benefits to the communities and 

population in its watershed.  However, the watershed 

and river are under significant development pressures.  

This project will examine the watershed in terms of cur-

rent use; the predicted impacts from climate change, the 

MPB epidemic, other environmental factors and future 

human development; and design a Framework and Ac-

tion Plan for completion of a full Watershed Manage-

ment Plan for the drainage.   

 

Project Contact: Grace McGregor, Director Regional 

District of Kootenay Boundary E-Mail 

gem9293@gmail.com 
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